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The Perfumer's the title that | selected for this book isjust that. These are the men and women who are
the most talented, connected, well placed, individuals in the entire world. The fragrance art is a closed socie-
ty. Very few self-taught artists are ever invited into their select club. Well-known perfuemrs are Roberto
Morallis of Firmenich, and Lorenzo Villorezo.

Researching the enclosed database of information took over a year of work. The fine fragrance artists
receive most of the press. The noses employed doing the personal care, and household products receive very
little recognition by the news media. The glamorous work is creating something unique fronted by a celebri-

ty.

Product failures are steadily increasing plus the regulatory pressures. It is estimated that less then 5 % of
fragrances released today will still be on the market two years from now. Taking into account that in 2010
over 2,000 fine fragrances will be released the failures are massive. Each fragrance can take millions to cre-
ate adding into it the cost of package and bottle design, marketing campaign etc.

The creativity of the art is definitely in danger of disappearing. Due in part to marketing, advertising,
public relations, sales, that creates myths and untruths about the art. | foresee a point in the near future when
a computer will handle most of the creative work. Each house has hundreds of thousands if not millions of
fragrance formulas in their data bases. A single fragrance can create hundreds if not tens of thousands of per-
mutations. It would be cheaper and easier to input information into a program, and have it compounded then
sent to a customer for their evaluation.

A regulatory body in Europe otherwise known as ( IFRA ) is also ruining the fine art including the cre-
ativity. It ismy personal opinion that these folks mean well, but are ignorant. Fronted by the large conglom-
erates they are acting as a stooge by putting more and more restrictions on the use of essential oilsin lieu of
synthetic materials. Keep in mind that the source of the synthetic materials is of course the natural materials
created by mother nature. Which is better something created by nature or duplicated through petroleum?

The names enclosed are mostly current, with some from the past.

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com
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Fine Fragrance Artist’s

VoLumEl A - E

Burt Acerfig

Gail Adrian ~ natural
Mandy Aftel ~ natural
Jack Agran

Alessandro Agrati

Nazir Ajmal

Alain Alchenberger

Yael Alkalay ~ natural
Bob Aliano

Alain Allione

Michel Almairac

Henri Almeras

Marc Amandine

Jean Amic

Sandra Anderson ~ natural
Maison Andrae

Will Andrews

Daniela ( Roche) Andrier
Daunte Pajaujis Anonis
Nicolas Anorga

Jean-Luc Ansel

Gerard Anthony

David Apel

Steffen Arctander - Author
Kari Arienti

Virginie Armand

Pierre Armigeant

Susan Ardlaner

Landi Arturetto

Calice Asancheyev-Becker

Roberto Ascoli

Alain Astori

Pierre Aulas

Isabelle Aurel ~ natural
J. Auvray

Lynn Ayre ~ natural
John Ayres

Dora Baghriche

Jerzy Bajgrowicz

Stephanie Bakouche
Alexandra Balahoutis ~ natural
Francois-Raphaél Balestra
Christine Baillifard

Ted Barba

Phillipe Barbossa

Cdline Bardl

Anne Barkley

Manolo Barrado

David Basile

Joanne Bassett ~ natural
Napoledo Bastos Jr.

Ahmet Baydar

Beverly Bayne

Soizic Beaucourt

Nicolas Beaulieu

Edouard Beaux

Ernest Beaux ( 1881 - 1961 )
Cdlice Becker

Paul Bedoukian Phd. - Author
James Béll

Claudette Belnavis

The Perfumer’s - An Index to the Aromatic Artists

Carlos Benaim
Nathalie Benareau
Henri Bergia

Ann Berilloux
Domitille Bertier
Jean-Pierre Béthouart
Christian Biecher
Henning Biehl
Robert Bienaime
Mathilde Bijaoul
Norbert Bijaoui
Marcel Billot
Patrica Bilodeau
Marc Blaison
Bernard Blanc
Honorine Blanc

Maurice Blanchet ( 1890 - 1953)

Francis Bocris

Han-Paul Bodifee
Francesco Borghese

David Botello

Etienne Bouckaert

Emilie Bouge

Evelyne Boulanger

Pierre Bourdon

Bernard Bourjeois

Brigitte Bourney-Romagne
Philippe Bousseton

Dirk Braun

Glen O. Brechhill - Author
Odette Breil-Radius
Shirley Brodi
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Maureen Brooks
Christopher Brosius
Roger Broudoux
Laurent Bruyere ( d. 2008 )
Chris Buccdlato
Felix Buccellato
Jessica Buchanan
Daphney Bugey
Tony Burfield

Irina Burlakova
Arthur Burnham
Betty Busse

Mark Buxton
Annie Buzantian

Corinne Cachen

Clare Can

Jerry Caiazzo

Nick Calderone

Yves Caldrone

Francis Camail

Arcadi Boix Camps

Brian Campbell

Frank Cardillo

Cyrille Carles

Jean Carles ( 1892 - 1966 )
Marcel Carles

Francoise Caron
Pierre-Yves Carriou
Francesca Casiraghi
Silvana Casoli

Yves Cassar

Josephine Catapano

Jane Cate ~ natural
Jacques Cavallier
Germaine Cellier ( 1909 - 1976)
Maurizio Cerriza

Nathalie Cetto

Jacques Chabert
Jean-Marc Chaillan
Raymond Chaillian

Marc Chaillant

Bernard Chant ( d. 1987)

Glen O. Brechhill

Anne Sophie Chapuis
Gabriela Chelariu

Andre Chenier

Karine Chevalier

Marc Chevrier

Antoine Chiris

Patricia Choux

Fabienne Christensen
Christina Christie

Phlippe Chuit ( 1866 - 1939 )
Blazenka Cisko-Anic
Steve Claisse

Peter Coates

Beatrice Cointreau
Violaine Collas

L éonce Collas

Phillippe Collet

Sonia Constant

Mark Constantine

Simon Constantine

Emille ( Bevierre ) Copperman
Joachim Correll

Bruce Edward Corritan
Ana Corsini

Marc-Antoine Corticchiato
Jill Costa

Zoe Coste

Marion Costero

Natasha Cote

Francois Coty ( 1874 - 1934 )
Yves Coueslant

Fabienne Coupaye

Gerard Coupy

Rosin Courage

Jacques Courtin
Marie-Aude Couture Bluche
Justine Crane ~ naturd
Irwin Creed

Olivier Creed

Olivier Cresp

Judith Cross

Phil Cunningham

Harry A. Cuttler

Alexis Dadier

Ernest Daltroff ( 1867 - 1941 )
Claire dal Zotto

Marc Fanton d’ Andon
Carl D’ Andrea - Phd
Nicolas Danila
Leonardo D’ Ascanio
Vioaline David

Nicolas de Barry

Yves de Chirin
Lambert Dekker
Elisabeth de Feydeau
Petra De Jong

Sylvaine Delacourte
Francis Deleamont
Jean Claude Delville
Francois Demachy
Remco de Meijere
Steve de Mercado
Patricia de Nicolal
Marie-Anne de Puy Raimond
Stephanie de Saint-Aignan
Jacques de Sarrazin
Sabine De Tscharner
Christophe de Villeplee
Claudine de Vogel

Jean Desprez

Monadi Orio

Jean Jacques Diener
Alexandrine Demmerle
Claude Dir

George Dodd
Francoise Donche

Loc Dong

Bertrand Dor

Alfred D’ Orsay
Stephen Dowthwaite
Roja Dove

Isabelle Doyen
Kathleen Drier

Zerlina Dubois
Dominique Dubrana ~ natural
Karine Dubreuil
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Marie Duchéne
| sabelle Dufour
Bertrand Duchaufour

Alfredo Dupetit-Bernardi ~ natural

Roger Duprey
Jean-Michel Duriez

Michael Edwards
Margot Elena

Bernard Ellena

Celine Ellena
Jean-Claude Ellena
Jérbme Epinette
Laurie Erickson ~ natural
[lias Ermenidis
Bernard Escano
Charna Ethier ~ natural
Lois Evans

VoLuME Il F-L

Marion Fabre
Francis Fabron

L aurence Fanuel
Jean-Louis Fargeon

Johann Maria Farina 1658 - 1766

Johann Maria Farina
Jeanne-Marie Faugier
Lucien Ferero
Georges Ferrando
Lorenzo Dante Ferro
Helene Fizet
Nathalie Feisthauer
Marvel Fields

Sylvie Fischer

Diane Fischer
Angela Flanders ~ natural
Guillaume Flavigny
Edouard Fléchier
Anne Flipo

Rodrigo Flores-Roux
Jacques Flori
Christiane Flos

Jan Fockenbrock
Lisa Fong ~ natural
Thomas Fontaine
Ellie Fox

Volke Franck

Maia Frattini
André Fraysse ( 1902 - 1976 )
Claude Fraysse
Jacqueline Fraysse
Richard Fraysse
Stefano Frecceri
Harry Fremont
Alexandre Freile
Andre Fromentin
George Fuchs
Frank Fundaro
Yasuo Fujiwara
Olivier Funel

Antoine Gaillard

Claude Galien

John Gamba

Catherine Ganahl

Nathalie Garacia-Cetto

LuisH. Garcia

Bruce Garlick

Michel Garnero

Vaerie Garnuch

Rene-Maurice Gattefosse 1881 - 50
Robert Gaudelli Jr.

Robert Gaudelli Sr. - “Bob” (d.)
Pascal Gaurin

Christiane Gautror

Clement Gavarry

Max Gavarry

John Geiger

Isabelle Gelle ~ natural
Jean-Jacques Genet

Constance Georges-Picat
Violet Ghamemi

Gerald Ghidain

Olivia Giacobetti

Henry Giboulet ( 1911 - 1966 )
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Olivier Gillotin

Dominique Gindre

Michel Girard

Kara Girardi

Pascal Giraux

E. Giron

Hubert de Givenchy

Azzi Glasser

Enrique J. Gomez-Dueso
Robert Gonon (1926 - 1988 )
Adam Gottshalk ~ natural
Ann Gottlieb

Michel Gouges

Gerard Goupy

Camille Goutd

Nathalie Gracia-Cetto

Sidonie Grandperret

Martin Gras

Fanny Grau - Jr. Perfumer
Jean Louis Grauby

Jean Babtiste Grenouille - murderer
Sophia Grojsman

Alessandro Gualtieri

Pascal Guarin
Pierre-Constantin Gueros
Aimé Guerlain ( 1834 - 1910)
Jacques Guerlain ( 1874 - 1963)
Jean-Paul Guerlain
Pierre-Francois Guerlain ( d. 1864 )
Aurdien Guichard

Jean Guichard

Pierre Guillaume

Marion Guillot

Yuri Gutsatz

Edouard Hache
Randa Hammami
Yosh Han
Yoshiro Hara
Leon Hardy
Stacy Hartenstein
Lyn Harris
Albert Hauck

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com



Raphael Haury

V. Hausmann

Gregoire Hausson

John Heffernan ~ natural
Martin Heiddenreich
Pierre-Jean Hellivan

Jane Hendler
Jean-Christophe Herault
Richard Herpin

Carolina Adriana Herrera
Patty Hidalgo

Clito Hoedicke

Daniel Hoffmann

Wolfgang HOppner
Christoph Hornetz

Sarah Horowitz ~ natural
Jean-Francois Houbigant
Cécile Hua

Jacques Huclier

Richard Hudnut 1862 - 1928
Marie Hugentobler

Ka & Kaani Hughes ~ natura
Dawn Spencer Hurwitz ~ natural
Suk Jee Hyun

Michel Hy

Richard Ibanez
Florence Idier
Lou Ingoglia
Paulette laropoli

Jean Jacques

Jennifer Jambon
OliviaJan

Jacques Jantzen ( 1917 - 1978)
Catherine Jarno
Delphine Jelk

Nick Jennings ~ natural
Natacha Jerome

Kazumi Jin’no
Ambrosia Jones ~ natural
Arturo Jordi-Pey
Alexandra Jouet

Glen O. Brechhill

Gaby Joustra
Sylvie Jourdet
Bruno Jovanovic
Mary Pierre Julien

Roman Kaiser
Serge Kalouguine
Akiko Kamei
Juliette Karagueuzoglou
Vivek Karulkar
Veronica Kato
Howard Kennedy
Jean Kerleo

Vero Kern

Karyn Khoury
JoaKim

Desmond Knox-L eet
Andrew Kobus
Angela Kohut
Dino Kong

Stef Korver
Alexandra Kosinski
Cecile Krakower
Linda Kramer
Spencer Krenke

K. Krishnan

Fred Kritzer

James Krivda
Vincent Kuczinski
Tejinder Kumar
Francis Kurkdijan
Pierre Kuzenne

Sophie Labbe
Sidonie Lancessuer
Arturetto Landi
Ulrich Lang
Jeanne Lanvin
Jean Laporte
Benoit Lapouza
Christelle Laprade
René Laruelle

Jean Francois Latty

Christophe Laudamiel
Aerin Lauder

Evelyn Lauder
Mathilde Laurent
Alec Lawless ~ natural
Brian Lawrence Phd - Author
Emma Leah ~ naturd
Delphine Lebeau
Frédérique L ecoeur
George Lee

Gerard Lefort

Paul Leger

Paul Leget
Dominique Lelievre
Vito Lenoci

Annick LeGuerer
Laurent Le Guernec
Laurent LelLorec
Maia L ernout-Frattini
Jean Yves Leroy ( d. 2004 )
Les Christoph’s
Bruno Leyssene
Mike Licciardello
Céline Lhéritier
AntoineLie

Jacques Lions
Dwight Loren

Trudi Loren

Nathalie Lorson
Pierre Francois Lubin
Andrea Lupo

VoLuME Il M -Z

Antoine Maidondieu
Shyamala Maisondieu
ChristinaMalcolm
Sandrine Madlin
Frederic Mdle
Nicolas Mamounas
Carl Mann

Eurico Manzzini
Vincent Marcello

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com
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Amandine Marie
Francoise Marin
Dennis Maroney

Jean Martel

Marianne Martin

Jean Pierre Mary
Alienor Massenet
Ruth Mastenbroek
Georges V. Matchabelli
Norina Matchabelli
Rosendo Mateu
Christian Mathieu
Celine Matton
Raymond Matts
Daniel Maurel
Maurice Maurin
Agnes Mazin

Eurico Mazzini

Anne McClain

Lori McCormick
AnyaMcCoy - natural
Maria McElroy

Paul McGee

Darius McLean

Keiko Mecheri ~ natural
Adriana Medina
Annick Menardo
Domitille ( Bertier ) Michalon
|sabelle Michaud
Auguste Michel
Kristen Michele
Jean-Paul Millet Lage
Tony Mills

Alix Miral

Mitchev Miroslav
Petkov Miroslav
Nicolas Mirzayantz
Daniel Moliere
Montserrat Moline
Ellen Molner

Ramon Monegal
Alexandra Monet

L ouis Monnet

Pierre Montae

Braja Mookjerjee
Rene Morgenthal er
AyalaMoriel ~ natura
Alberto Morillas
Edwin T. Morris - Author
Neil Morris

Michel Morsetti

Jack Mowen

Wilhelm Milhens
Judith Muller

Junko Nagano
Yukiko Nagano
Christine Nagel
Pierre Negrin
Patricia Nicolai
Trevor Nichol
Stephen Nicoll
Jean-Charles Niel
Stephen Nielson
Itsuo Nishino
Rachana Nossin
Pierre Nuyens
Veronique Nyberg

Egon Oelkers
Keiko Ogi

Daniel Paillasseur
Joseph Palazzolo
Martine Pallix

Philippe Paparella-Paris
Michael Papas

Paul Parquet ( 1862 - 1916 )
Mike Parrot

Sillon Pascal

John Pascale

Fabienne Pascour
Fabienne Pastor

Subha Patel

Ruhi Petil

Elise Pearlstine ~natural

Fabrice Pellegrin
Roger Pellegrino
William Penhaligon
Fabrice Penot

Gino Percontino
Persephenie ~ natural
Olivier Pescheux
Armand Petitjean
Julie Petrov

David Phybus
Michael Pickthall
Constance Georges-Picot
Lena Pierottie

Theo ten Pierik
Linda Pilkington
Edward Pinaud
Dorothee Piot
Beatrice Piquet
Lucien Piquet

Robert Piquet

L.T. Piver

Christiane Plos
Cosimo Policastro
Jacques Polge
Olivier Polge
William Arthur Poucher - Author
Miuccia Prada
Dominique Preyssas
Christian Provenzano

Henri Racine

Donna Ramanauskas
Vellidum Joe Ramsammi
Francois Rance

Gabriel Bernard Raphel
Gaye Straza Rappaport
Dave Raymond
Christophe Raynaud
Alice Rebeck

Marius Reboul
Anthony Reichert
Robert Ricci

Romano Ricci

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com
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Eugene Rimmel

Achille E. Riviello

Francois Robert

Guy Robert

Henri Robert ( 1899 - 1987 )
Marie-Helene Rogeon

Eli Roger

Maurice Roger

Philippe Rogues - Phd

Shere Rolo

Philippe Romano

Giles Romey

Dominique Ropion

Vincent Roubert ( 1889 - 1972)
Maurice Roucel

Jacques Rouche ( 1862 - 1957 )
Victor Rouchou

Edmond Roudnitska ( 1905 - 96 )
Michel Roudnitska

Theresa Roudnitska

Ineke Ruhland

David Ruskin

Alfred Sadfield
Caroline Sabas

Jean Dennis Saisse
Yasuzo Sakuda

Marie Salamagne
Ayala Sander
Jean-Marie Santantoni
Michele Saramito

I ku Sasaki

Enrico Scartezzini
Vincent Schaller
Franc Schiet

Monique Schlienger
Geza Schoen

Ralf Schwieger

Shrri Sebastian

Ayala Sender ~ natural
Magali Senequier
Janna Sheehan
Christopher Sheldrake

Glen O. Brechhill

Ernest Shiftan

Naoki Shimazaki
Pandurang Shinde

Miya Shinma

Nobi Shioya

Koichi Shiozawa
Maarten K.J. Shoute
Mary Shroff

Robert Siegel

Jean Louis Sieuzac

Lucas Sieuzac

Heather Sims

Shishir Kumar Singh
William J. Slattery
Rohanna Goodwin Smith ~ natural
Kristin Smithie
Persephenie Snyder ~ natural
Hilde Soliani

Maria Sovero
Veeraraghavan Srinivasan
Marlene Stang

Catherine Poensin-Stefani
Marina Stepanova

John Stephen

Laura Stern ~ natural
Jean-Pierre Subrenat
Shuji Suzuki

Yasuko Takeda
Yes Tanguy

Andy Tauer

Cary Tenenbaum
Roland Tentunian
Francis Thibaudeau
Sampath Thomas
William Thompson
Sissel Tolaas
Michael Tolmasoff
Laura Tonatto
Haresh Totlani
Julie Towle
William Francis Truefitt
Rafad Trujillo

Marcus Tschirren
Luca Turin
Louise Turner

Paul Vacher ( d. 1975)
Christian Vacchiano
Emilio Valeros

Arnold L. Van Ameringen
Cees Van Beizen
Henry Van Den Heuvel
John Varvatos

Vera Vanore

Felicie Vanpouille
Yann Vasnier

Daniel Vaudd

Rayda Vega
Sreevidhya Venkatesh
Kevin Verspoor
Karoline Vieth

Agusti Vidal

Clio Vida

Lino Vidal

Roxana Villa ~ natural
Lorenzo Villores
Carlos Vinals

Karine Vincho
Sandrine Videault
Daniel Visentin

Frank Voelkl

Marc Von Ende

Ben Vos

Shelly Waddington ~ natural
Ra] Walavalkar

Amanda Walker ~ natural
Catherine Walsh

Ursula Wandel

Pierre Wargnye

Thierry Wasser

Patrick Whelan

Peter Whipps

Ashley Wilberding

Ron Winnegrad

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com



Arnaud Winter
Richard Wirtz
Brigitte Witschi

Nobuyuki Yamada
Shigeru Yamazaki

Nathalie Zagigaéff
Pauline Zanoni
Cecile Zarokian
Madame Zed

Jorg Zimmermann
Barbara Zoebelein
LisaZorn

The Perfumer’s - An Index to the Aromatic Artists
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Citrus
Floral " Bergamot
Lemon Fruity
Jasmin Top Lime
Carnation Orange—> Apple
Rose Melon
Violet Peach
Galbanum Strawberry
Gardenia .
> Spic
Styrallyl Acetate \ picy
G Cinnamon
reen < Cloves
Nutmeg
Aldehydes - /
//
/ /fﬂﬁﬁ\
/
.f'f \ Mossy
!/'!
/ Oakmoss
/
/ BASE Jremoss
//
/
//
Amber ‘
Animal
Amber _ Oriental Balsamic
Labdanum Civet
Vanilla Bean Castoreum Benzoin
Musk Opoponax
Musk Traseolide Tonka
The Scent Pyramid
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Feminine & Masculine

Sweet
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Floral
Green

Fantasy

The Scent Circle
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Floral Oriental
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The Fragrance Lolipop
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Feminine
Flora - Flord
Green
Fruity
Fresh
Aldehydic
Sweet
Florienta
Oriental - Sweet
Spicy
Vanilla

Chypre - Fruity

Flora-Animalic

Flord

Fresh

Green

Citrus - Floral

Fantasy
Fresh
Green

Masculine

15

Lavender - Fresh

Fougere - Fresh

Floral
Woody
Sweet

Orienta - Sweet

Chypre - Woody
Leathery
Coniferous
Fresh
Green

Fragrance Families
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16 Glen O. Brechhill

Training Manual For Student Perfumer s

Main Group of Raw Materials

Essential Oils

Expressed Oils

Concretes

Absolutes

Resins

Tinctures

Infusions

Main Olfactory Groups

Citrus. bergamot, lime, mandarin, orange, grapefruit, lemon, neroli, petitgrain.
Rustic: spike, lavender, lavandin, rosewood, rosemary, sage.

Wooded: amyris, cedar wood, guaiacwood, patchouli, sandalwood, vetiver.
Camphoraceous: thyme, rosemary, eucalyptus, armoise, angelica, myrtle.
Spicy: bay, cinnamon, clove, nutmeg, cardamom.

Aniseed: anise, star anise, basil, tarragon, fennd, dill.

Rose: roses, geraniums.

Floral: rose, jasmin, gardenia, muguet, lily, carnation, violet, hyacinth, iris, lilac, geranium, ylang.

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com
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Jasmine: jasmine, ylang-ylang.
Amber: amber, cistus, cypress, ambrette seed.
Earthy: oak and tree muss, liquorice.
Animal: musk, civet, castoreum.
Vanilla: vanilla, benzoin, peru balsam.
Hay: tonka bean, celery, cut hay.
Synthetic Raw materials

| solates.

Seni-synthetic products.

Synthetic products.

Study of Synthetic Raw Materials

Semi-synthetic: cedryle acetate, vetiveryl acetate, heliotropine, hydroxycitronnellal, ionones and methyl
ionones, carvone, terpineol, isobornyle acetate.

Synthetic: musk ketone, musk xylene, cinnamic acohol, benzyl acohol, benzoic aldehyde, cinnamic alde-
aldehyde, amyl cinnamic aldehyde, hexyl cinnamic aldehyde, phenylacetic aldehyde, cyclamen aldehyde,
diphenylmethane, polycyclic musks, benzophenone, styrallyl acetate, coumarin, anethol, anisic aldehyde,
amyl salicylate, benzyl sdicylate, eugenol, vanillin, ethyl-vanillin, iso-eugenol, eugenyl acetate, coumarin,
thymol, nitromusks, menthol, menthone, anisic aldehyde, anisic alcohol, anisic.

Esters: methyl anthranilate, methyl-N methyl anthranilate, methyl naphtyl ketone, heterocyclic
MUuSsKs.

Schiff bases

Fragance Families

Water, floral, soft floral, floral oriental, oriental, woody oriental, mossy woods, dry woods, aromatic.
Application

Shower gels, shampoos, deodorants, anti-perspirant deodorant sticks, soaps, candles, potpourris, and air fresh-
ners, fine fragrances.

Fragrance Books Inc. @www.perfumerbook.com
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Perfumer

APERFUMER (aso called fumer)
iS an expert on creating per-
fume compositions, sometimes
referred to affectionately as "the
Nose" (French: le nez) due to their
fine sense of smell and skill in pro-
ducing olfactory compositions.

The perfumer is effectively an
artist who is trained in depth on the
concepts of fragrance aesthetics
and who is capable of conveying
abstract concepts and moods with
their fragrance compositions. At
the most rudimentary level, a per-
fumer must have a keen knowledge
of a large variety of fragrance
ingredients and their smells, and be
able to distinguish each of the fra
grance ingredients whether alone or
in combination with other fra-
grances. As well, they must know
how each ingredient reveals itself
through time with other ingredi-
ents. The job of the perfumer is
very similar to that of flavourists,
who compose smells and
flavourants for many commercial
food products.
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Training

Most past perfumers did not
undergo profession training in the
art and many learned their craft as
apprentices under another perfumer
in their employment as a perfume
technician (in charge of blending
formulas) or chemist. A direct
entrance into the profession is rare
and those who do typically enter it
through family contacts. These
apprenticeship last around 3 years.

Until  recently, profession
schools open to the public for train-
ing perfumersdid not exist. In 1970
ISIPCA became the world's only
school in perfumery. The candi-
dates must endure a demanding
entrance examination and must
have taken university level courses
in organic chemistry.

Givaudan and International
Flavors and Fragrances (IFF) have
perfumery schools a part of their
companies, but students must be
employees of the company and
must be recommended for accept-
ance into the school by their superi-
ors.

Employment

Most perfumers are employed
by several large fragrance corpora
tions in the world including
Firmenich, IFF, Givaudan,
Takasago, and Symrise. Some per-
fumers work exclusively for a per-
fume house or in their own compa-
ny, but these cases are not as com-
mon.

The perfumer typically begins a
perfume project with a brief by the
perfumer's employer or an outside
customer. The customersto the per-
fumer or their employers, are typi-
cally fashion houses or large corpo-
rations of various industries. Each
brief will contain the specifications
for the desired perfume, and will
describe in often poetic or abstract
terms what the perfume should
smell like or what feelingsit should
evoke in those who smell it, along
with a maximum per litre price of
the perfume oil concentrate. This
allowance, along with the intended
application of the perfume will
determine what aromatics and fra-
grance ingredients can/will be used
in the perfume composition.
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The perfumer will then go
through the process of blending
multiple perfume mixtures and will
attempt to capture the desired feel-
ings specified in the brief. After
presenting the perfume mixtures to
the customers, the perfumer may
"win" the brief with their approval.
They proceed to work with the cus-
tomer, often with the direction pro-
vided by a panel or artistic director,
which guides and edits the modifi-
cations on the composition of the
perfume.

This process typically spans
several months to several years,
going over many iterations and may
involve cultural and public surveys
to tailor a perfume to a particular
market. The perfume composition
will then be either used to enhance
another product as a functional fra
grance ( shampoos, make-up, deter-
gents, car interiors, etc. ), or mar-
keted and sold directly to the public
as a fine fragrance.

Alternatively, the perfumer may
simply be inspired to create a per-
fume and produce something that
later becomes marketable or suc-
cessfully wins a brief. This usually
happens in smaller or independent
perfume houses.

Creative Perfumer

If you have a good nose, mem-
ory for fragrance, and aren't too
scared by afew years of chemistry-
laden courses, then creative per-
fumer might be up your alley. After
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al, you devise fragrances all day.
Thejob doesrequire great patience:
It can take hundreds of tries to get
the right note in a fragrance, and
then consumer testers often send
you back to the drawing board.

Getting there-

If you want a prestigious posi-
tion, attend one of the top perfumer
schools. For example, Procter &
Gamble's three-year program or the
Grasse Institute of Perfumery and
Givaudan in France, which is free
for the five students it admits every
18 months. Then it's a matter of
experience; it can take five to 10
years to become a full-fledged cre-
ative perfumer.

19



20

Recent Flanker

N 2003, THE FASHION DESIGNER

STELLA McCARTNEY launched
her first, eponymous perfume.
Creative directors Stella
McCartney and Chantal Roos, the
legendary perfume executive,
worked with the perfumer

Jacques Cavallier to produce
Stella.

It was a pale, dark beauty, a
peony and rose that seemed in its
inittal moments a Romantic
Keatsian figurine, a willowy girl
smelling of dark flowers with the
lovely tinge of blossomsjust begin-
ning to wilt, plus the scent of the
face powder of a 1930s Hollywood
star; as they start to decay, roses
give off a wonderful death-rattle
pungency.

The edge of antique face pow-
der framed it beautifully. The
perfume seemed fleeting at first
(whichiswhy I initially misunder-
stood it ) and almost untouchable,
the fragrance of a nymph on a
Grecian urn. But, in fact, Stella had
surprising staying power on skin. |
remember twice approaching
women with the frown | wear when
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| locate a scent | find mesmerizing
and, irritatingly, cannot place, and
both times the women replied to my
query: “Stella.”

What would possess a brand to
destroy its own marvelous creation,
to ask its perfumer to take a hatchet
and hack out a flanker like Sheer
Stella 20097 2009 is the latest in a
series. YSL Beauté, McCartney’s
licensee, has launched a limited-
edition iteration of Stella each year
since 2004. Metaphorically this
resemblestaking an authentic silver
chloride Ansel Adams, making 10
successively deteriorating photo-
copies, then offering the final, vast-
ly inferior version to collectors.

Why?

The answer is, of course,
money. You put cheaper raw
materials in the limited edi-
tions than in the original,
which lowers your costs and
gives you a quick profit bump,
and you sell that cheaper prod-
uct on the back of your quality
brand. Each flanker is meant
to generate renewed excite-

ment, the disappointment of
2005 washed away by the
launch of 2006, which 1s
obscured by the excitement of
2007 and so on. But money is
not a good answer. The con-
sumer eventually learns her
lesson, and all your profits are
offset by the damage to your
brand. It is astonishing that
Roos and McCartney would
ask for this to happen.

| had never smelled any of
these editions till | opened this one
at my desk. Sheer Stella 2009 has a
top that is totally unorigina and
absolutely lovely, one of the most
commercial curtain-raisers to come
along in awhile. And that’s “com-
mercial” in the best sense, a shim-
mering, juicy, grapefruit peony-
rose.

And then, in four minutes, it
crashes. Badly. You can actually
feel the plunge into a chemical
rose, a chemical grapefruit, awinc-
ingly harsh chemical peony. My
dumbfounded assistant said, “It'sas
if no one tested this on skin.” 1s 90
percent of thisformulajust a partic-
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ularly cheap grade of synthetic
lindlool? Can it be possible that
Firmenich, Cavallier's employer
and a company that produces
exquisite materials, even makes
stuff like this? Can this be the most
cynical perfume ever produced, a
deceitful top note that winks at you
exactly long enough to get you past
the credit card swipe, then
implodes on your wrist? Sheer
2009 isafragrance that wouldn’t be
put in a drugstore shampoo.
Enough of these cheap creations,
and the origina Stella itself will
give off a pungent death rattle,
decay, and vanish.

But the industry has gone from
50 launches a year to over 2,000
today, an unsustainable, unregulat-
ed flood of novelties, the whole
driven not by serious long-term
investments in quality perfumes but
rather by marketing and pure,
desperate momentum.

Shorting a beauty on the volatile
$30-billion perfume market for a
quick profit hit is the industry at its
most self-deceptive and dishonest.

Each iteration is built atop the
fake below it, giving the appearance
of growth even as the structure hol-
lows out from below. It is, in short,
an olfactory Ponzi scheme. And
Sheer Stella 2009 is the Bernie
Madoff of perfumes.

IFRA - and in part 100 percent syn-

thetics in lieu of essentia oails, i.e.
Orpur’s.
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Glamorus World of Fragrances ( ?) - IFRA

OR THOSE OF You not familiar

with how fragrances are made,
let me give you a grossly oversim-
plified summary of how it works.

The fragrance world is domi-
nated by afew very large (think bil-
lions of dollars) fragrance ‘ houses
that produce most of the flavors
(yes, things we eat) and fragrances
in al the products we consume.
Within these fragrance ‘houses,
thousands of people are hard at
work every day perfecting and
improving many of the smells and
tastes that you and | love, hate, or
never even notice in our daily life.

With so many categories and so
many products, these fragrance
houses are usually organized by the
application in which the fragrance
or flavor will be used, the most
prestigious of which is fine fra-
grance. Within the world of fine
fragrance, the most important role
is that of the perfumers - the pro-
fessional artists that are responsible
for creating the olfactive master-
pieces that you and | wear on our
skin as perfume, cologne, or eau de
toilette.

To become a perfumer is no
easy feat. Therearevery few, high-
ly specialized schools in the world
that teach the art and science of fra-
grance. In fact, the most esteemed
school in France accepts students
by invitation only carefully select-
ing candidates based on strong aca
demics, creative talent, and future
potential.

A strong appetite for science
and chemistry is a must for every
perfumer because at the base of
every fragrance is a foundation of
chemical compounds that must be
understood in order to function.
For this reason the world of per-
fumery remains small, with the best
perfumers hard to come by, highly
sought after, and routinely mim-
icked by competitors.

The making of fine fragranceis
alot less glamorous than you might
think. Very typicaly, new fine fra-
grances are actually conceptualized
and carried out by large marketing
companies who license brand
names (whether a brand or person)
and then produce, market, and sell
products under those names. So

many of the fragrances you may
know by individual brand name (as
competitors) might actually be pro-
duced and sold by a single market-
ing company. These marketing
companies then work with fra
grance housesto develop anew fra-
grance and this is where the fairy
tale comes to an abrupt end.

Fragrance Development

Most of the time, fragrance
development is driven by a market-
ing brief a lengthy and largely
weightless presentation of clichés
and pretty data written by ateam of
business people. What starts as a
creative conversation quickly
becomes a business decision that
usually ends by asking perfumersto
‘duplicate’ a fragrance already
known and successful in the market
but with a‘new’ twist. And some-
times even this twist is not left to
chance - with aresearch team using
historical datato dictate how to fol-
low trendsinstead of creating them.

Once a direction is chosen for
the fragrance itself, the number
crunching begins. And more often
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than not, the rea driver for what a
fragrance is made of and ultimately
smells like is. You guessed it.
Price. So perfumers are left with
the large, difficult, and often frus-
trating task of creating a‘new’ fra-
grance that will have ‘guaranteed’
success ( mass appeal ) using the
lowest-cost materials.

Theresult? A seaof fragrances
flooding the market whose only
point of differentiation is the box
they come in. And there you have
it a backwards industry where a
professional artist is told what to
make, how to make it, and how
much it will codt.

The Perfumer

When we first began working in
fine fragrance, | was amazed at the
ability of a perfumer to understand,
combine, and create individual
smells that have a physica and
emotional connection to us.

They are artists working in a
medium that speaks to a sense
whose connection to our psyche
and existence is barely understood.
Through their creations, perfumers
transport us to another time and
place, change our mood, and cap-
ture our attention.

Perfumery is abizarre combina-
tion of intuition and reason and to
watch perfumers work is nothing
short of amazing the way they can
trandate ideas, images, colors, tex-
tures, and so much more through

smell. So | was shocked to see
these artists, these creators, con-
fined to such a narrow spectrum of
possibilities by the very people ask-
ing them to make a difference.

Even when perfumers are
somehow able to overcome these
limitations and create a blazing suc-
cess, they are too often left in the
background as products are devel-
oped and sold. Let's be honest,
when was the last time you heard
about the perfumer behind a suc-
cessful fragrance?

| bet everyone reading this can
name at least three fragrances, but |
would be hard pressed to think that
anyone could name the perfumer
behind them. In fact, | think most
people would have a hard time
naming three perfumers at all.
Perfumery is becoming a lost art
that has yet to be found.
Le Cherche

Creating Midi

Fragrances -

So when it came our turn to cre-
ate our own fragrances, we decided
to turn the tables. Are approach is
simple: who are we to tell an artist
what is interesting, relevant, or
acceptable? When we conduct our
fragrance development meetings,
we don't tell.

We ask. We ask our perfumers
what THEY think is interesting,
what THEY have been working on,
what THEY would liketo seeinthe
market, what ingredients THEY
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like, and so on. And the results are
amazing exploring passionate new
concepts with ingredients and ideas
that have never been used before.

| could go on at length trying
describing how great our fragrances
are. But don't take my word for it.
If you haven't already, try them for
yourself (we have free samples for
you) and I’'m sure you will feel the
passion, creativity, and thought that
went into each fragrance. But
when you enjoy these fragrant
works of art, please, don’t thank us.

Thank our perfumers.
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